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Understanding the Story

In the forests and foothills of rural western Wasfion, Lewis County Sheriff’'s
deputies knew all too well about the problems othmmphetamine abuse. They knew
about the out-of-control “tweekers,” as meth usars called, whose behavior turned
bizarre and violent the longer they use the drugd ey knew about the teens dabbling
in the drug that they thought gives them extra gyneo party and, for the girls, helps
them lose weight. And they knew about the drug labsini-toxic waste sites that
threatened to poison the community water tabledamadl

Clandestine methamphetamine labs were popping apndrrural parts of the
County, posing a particular threat due to the toctemicals, risk of explosion and
potential for violence by the meth “cookers,” where often seriously addicted to the
drug. Even worse, the trailers, houses and otlameplused as makeshift labs had young
children present. These innocent victims wererofised as look-outs. The impact of
methamphetamine on the lives of the innocent magngeof the most troubling aspects
of this drug epidemic.

Law enforcement needed public help to stop thisuggm While state and federal
law enforcement agencies were already arrayed stgalrug abuse in general,
coordinated local community action was imperatwvedambat the horrors associated with

the manufacture, distribution and use of methangrhigte.




The Challenge for Enforcement and the Community

In the late 1990’s the methamphetamine crisis begamt hard in Washington
communities. The narcotic detectives, who saw mafcthe devastation, brought their
concerns to many county sheriffs who quickly joingd effort to strategize about
enforcement and legislation needs. They quicklyized that laws and enforcement
couldn’'t solve this problem by themselves. Whatytl®so needed was treatment,
prevention, education, awareness and communitysstipp

Treatment professionals, community mobilizationexkpand narcotics detectives
worked together to determine new methods to addhesmethamphetamine plague. A
small group wrote a proposal for initial fundingpriunately the Statewide congressional
delegation recognized the severity of the problach @sponded with funding support to
launch the Washington State Methamphetamine liviéain 2000. This Initiative is a
comprehensive interdisciplinary approach that iwesl proactive law enforcement,
community mobilization, ecology, public health anelatment across the state. Each of
these disciplines receives funding to be allocdtedard a committed and coordinated
effort on the local level.

In August of 2000, the first statewide methamphétansummit was a successful
outgrowth of the Washington State Methamphetamiiteative. The summit became the
vehicle for state and local officials, local grasds leaders, prosecutors, law
enforcement, and treatment professionals to simgegbout working together more

effectively to stop the production, distributiondamse of methamphetamine. They




focused on building prevention models and treatnstrdtegies to serve the families
whose children had become victimized by methammphieia production and abuse.

The model for building the interdisciplinary appcbavas Pierce County, where
community-based organizations, treatment profesésoand law enforcement agencies
had already implemented many projects to reducaecand drug abuse. Recognizing
the serious impact of methamphetamine, local @fcprovided county funding to 1).
support a special law enforcement team to “bustthmabs and 2). support organized
community mobilization efforts in neighborhoods.he@ff Paul Pastor was an early
leader in promoting the comprehensive interdisogoly approach. “Connecting residents
through the neighborhood organizing of our own SBitieets Campaign with our “Lab
Team” resulted in a more aggressive effort to amasth cooks and to protect children
who were growing up in those labs.”

It was also at the summit that the collaborativgidative agenda began. No
longer will law enforcement and community groupgghfieach other for funding dollars.
Rather, they will provide a unified agenda for catitig methamphetamine including all
the necessary funding for enforcement, treatmeat,gmtion and education.

“It's been incredibly successful,” said Sheriff SRahr of King County, host of
the first methamphetamine summit. “We have a lotiffierent partners but all united
through the same theme. The united front of presentreatment and education are
tremendously helpful in this fight. We can’t soltves problem just by locking people up.
Today, people everywhere know what methamphetansirend what it can do to a
community. It's at the top of the public mind, artlere’s nowhere for the

methamphetamine “cookers” to hide.




“What's more, our political clout is greatly incisead when everyone joins forces.
The fight against methamphetamine transcends @olénd partisanship when all sides
come together. Funding priorities aren’t about esgment on one side and prevention
and treatment on the other. When we go to the lagr® or to our congressional
delegation asking for resources, we're all goingetber. There’s only one agenda, and
that makes it a win-win for everybody. ”

Sheriff Rick Bart of Snohomish County remembers mvtiee partnership between
law enforcement and communities began. “Neighbalkostarted seeing these
methamphetamine houses popping up and people dkdioitlv what to do,” he said.
“Meanwhile, sheriff's deputies were responding @l and dealing with the same
problems over and over without making real headwzye night | went to a community
meeting and, instead of people demanding that $afoething about the problem, they
started asking how they could help to make theighi®rhood safer. That's how it got
started.”

Law enforcement and community groups meet and dpvel shared plan.
Neighborhood groupsform and they become the eyes and ears of law aafent,
helping to help clean up communities. “And it wafkSheriff Bart said. “It has changed
the way we do law enforcement.”

It wasn'’t just the adult members of the communityowrecognize the problem
and volunteered to help. Snohomish County young pleeobegan a Youth
Methamphetamine Summit, which has become an amwealt in the county, focusing on
awareness, education and prevention. The Snohddashty Youth Meth Action Team

has shared their success across the state angetfnisbrought their message to the




national level. They attended the National Sherifbnference and presented the steps
necessary to create and implement a successfui yoethamphetamine summit.

Sheriff Bart echoed the importance of law enforcetmend community groups
working together to increase funding for the waaiagt methamphetamine. “Lawmakers
hear from enforcement all the time,” he said. “Buten | bring in a group of soccer
moms with me who tell a legislator or Congress memiinat methamphetamine is

threatening their kids and their schools, theiist

The Power and Promise of Meth Action Teams

At the first methamphetamine summit held in Aug600, over 300 people
attended, and the expanded community-law enforcetnestment collaborative began.
It was at the summit that the Meth Action Team (MAiodel was presented and where
many teams began. The Meth Action Team model wasded in the community
mobilization model which was established in 198%tlees state strategy for substance
abuse prevention.

In regions throughout the state, both rural andanylcommunities organized to
combat methamphetamine. At the forefront of theldatre the county MATS, coalitions
that connect law enforcement, businesses, schoalents and others to help them learn
how to intervene and prevent methamphetamine udeabuse. Thousands of residents
across the state currently take part in their I&¢AIT, with thirty-seven counties actively

supporting a Meth Action Team. They support aetgriof prevention programs and




legal interventions, from drug courts and drug tiresnt to meth awareness training and
the implementation of protocols to address thehplaf drug endangered children

The Meth Action Teams are the creation of and oomtito be supported with
funds from the Washington State Methamphetamingativie (WSMI). WSMI is a
statewide vehicle to eradicate methamphetamine ugffirothe mobilization of
communities working hand-in-hand with law enforcemedreatment, public health and
ecology working through a federally funded projddte progress of the local MAT’s and
the WSMI were showcased at the recent 2006 PaRifit Meth Summit in Redmond,
WA. National and international law enforcementi@éfls joined with local police to
provide a complete perspective on methamphetarfromg, local to global impact.

In each county in the state, key stakeholders flmminesses, social service
agencies, neighborhoods and communities, schomlghyprograms and law enforcement
come together on MAT's to identify and prevent wag local methamphetamine
problems. In each county, the community mobilizattoordinator and the Sheriff are co-
conveners of the MATs, moving the MAT agendas fodhat the local level. The MATs
also work together at the state level through adioating committee that, among other
actions, helps to support funding for the locabd#.

One visible success of the MATs has been their eatwofor statewide legislation
to restrict the sales of methamphetamine precuriemicals and other items used to
make methamphetamine. The MAT’s follow through &etp support that legislation on
the local level. With grass-roots support, Waslongpassed laws restricting the over-
the-counter sale of pseudoephedrine, which is antmmdecongestant that can be used to

make methamphetamine. Now, pharmacists have owigiggseudoephendrine products




in drug stores in Washington. Many other statesehfallowed suit with similar laws.
These laws have a significant impact on local meffteetamine production.

But MATs in Washington do much more. They have Imeguprogram called
Meth Watch, which gets community members to worthviusiness retailers to educate
consumers about the dangers of methamphetamine tandimit the sale of
pseudoephedrine products in stores. Meth Watchyranas in each county train and
educate people working in businesses such as hegdstares or agricultural products
stores to be on the lookout for unusual purchagiragtices that might be related to
methamphetamine production. For example, if someoae buying large amounts of
iodine, alkaline batteries or heating productsl-uséd to make methamphetamine - the
store proprietor would be aware and call the polithis is very useful to police who are
conducting proactive enforcement that identifiesoks” and lab sites.

MATs also train law enforcement, first respondetghs as paramedics, and
education officials to spot signs of methamphetamuse and methamphetamine
production. Grass-roots groups reach out to parentsiding training programs on how
to detect whether their kids or their kids’ frienasly be using methamphetamine. Teens
themselves receive the benefits of MAT programsouph the program Teens
Empowered Against Meth, or TEAM in Pierce Countyfh& Youth Summit” in
Snohomish County and the Clark County Youth MethigkcTeam. These youth groups
build awareness among youth peers in high schoaldgle schools and grade schools
about the extreme dangers of methamphetaminesey also offer youth opportunities

to develop leadership skills and serve as positleemodels.




MATs are undertaking media campaigns against mgthatamine. In Cowlitz
County, the MAT has teamed up with a local broatkrasn a media education program
targeting all radio listeners. Douglas County hasnalar program, which includes radio
spots that warn about methamphetamine use andtedistaners about detection. Many
local and regional newspapers have done extensiverage on the program, with the
MATSs providing vital information and interviews ftine news stories.

Perhaps the effort that MAT members are most pisutie protection of drug-
endangered children. One of the most frighteningeets of local methamphetamine
production has been that very young children oftare found around the
methamphetamine labs in the houses, apartmentsilars where dangerous chemicals
and the extreme risk of explosion are a constamsiath These endangered children are
usually the sons and daughters or other relatifeth® methamphetamine cookers
themselves. The MATs work with prosecutors, lanoecgment, the medical community
and child protective service workers to quickly dnananely remove children from these
dangerous situations through a strict response@obt The MATs also have supported
stronger measures in dependency courts to keegrehilaway from parents who are
arrested for methamphetamine production. Methanaphiee “cookers” in Washington
now know that they could lose their children ifyrere caught.

“The Meth Action Teams are a community mobilizat&trategy that empowers
local people to help in the fight against this dthgt’s ravaging communities,” noted Dr.
Priscilla Lisicich, Safe Streets Executive Direcaoid WSMI Board membefWhile the
methamphetamine problem is worldwide, it's also extremely localized problem

because of the ability of backroom “cookers” toduee the drug almost anywhere. We




need local, grass-roots community members and tstédkers to be involved in the
solution of this local problem. The Meth Action Tiesdevelop leadership from within to
drive the solutions to this crisis.”

As a direct result of local and state efforts tduee access to precursor chemicals
and lab equipment, the number of small drug lalssbie®n going down — in Washington
and across the nation. Methamphetamine lab in@dantVashington have declined from
1,456 in 2001 to less than 400 in 2006. The U.&igCEnforcement Administration
(DEA) reports similar decreases nationwide due l&wv“enforcement pressure, public
awareness campaigns, and increased regulationeosdle and use of precursor and
essential chemicals used in methamphetamine prioduct

In response to the data and the public outcry,Lingis County MAT, formed
through the Washington State Methamphetamine tivida swung into action and
instituted a Meth Watch program to curtail thefdasuspicious sales at retail stores.
They are targeting the precursors for methamphemas previously described, and
products that can be used to construct small mgthatamine labs. Retailers have been
enlisted to help stop the scourge of methamphewmnimiting the sales of certain
products and reporting suspicious activity to palic

In King County, the MAT translated Meth Watch makr and meth education
posters into Korean to distribute to over 300 Karéanerican convenience store and gas
mart owners to help them deal with roving methitedredient buyers. Korean language
media was engaged and helped by writing storiegamuing pictures to help educate the

community about the dangers of meth, includingirsglillegal quantities of precursor
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chemicals and cold tablets. The materials were stigred with Spokane County MAT
organizers who distributed to their Korean retailas well.

The Lewis County MAT also implemented a plan tophehildren found at or
near clandestine labs or who have been exposectitamphetamine use environments.
The Drug Endangered Children’s Protocol enlistsalodoctors, working with child
protective services and law enforcement, to asaessprovide care for these drug-
endangered victims. And, the MAT also introduceabat of other media and education
measures to alert the public to this problem ang@mer them to become a part of the
solution.

Once again the MAT model worked. The combinatioriasi enforcement and
community support present as an outgrowth of theTMi&sults in a dramatic decrease in
the number of clandestine methamphetamine labsatipgrin Lewis County, similar to
other parts of the state. Studies have also showlecéne in methamphetamine use

among teens.

Understanding the Threat and the New Challenge

But while local methamphetamine production may hexliding, and some
surveys show young people turning away from it,hmetuse remains a major problem
for local communities. Many experts are now callinthe worst illicit substance abuse
problem in America and in the world. According tedéral and international drug
officials, decreases in domestic methamphetamirsyation have been offset by

increases in “superlab” production of methamphet@min Mexico. Through these
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Mexican-based “superlabs”, the Mexican drug catele essentially replaced domestic
methamphetamine production. Networks in local camiies distribute a highly
addictive form of methamphetamine, called “crystaith” in the United States.

Because of the highly organized and efficient meansproduction and
distribution, methamphetamine availability remastable in western parts of the United
States, and it is increasing in availability in E&outheast and Central states. Use of the
drug has spread eastward in recent years, aftes yégprominence only in California,
Washington and Hawaii. The eastward growth is etqukto continue and encompass the
entire country, both rural and urban areas, acngrtti DEA officials.

While other illegal drugs — along with alcohol abusremain pervasive in our
society, methamphetamine creates a tableau of chadsviolence in communities.
Methamphetamine use inflicts such physical and lpslpgical toll on users, that its
impact is harrowing. The use of methamphetamims‘away” at heart tissue, muscles,
bones, teeth and other tissues throughout the boleth Mouth” describes the tooth
decay, gum disease and serious potential for manthbody infections as a result of
methamphetamine use. Often, teeth become decaykthast be pulled; gums become
infected destroying taste and smell; and in segases of gum disease there may be loss
of the actual jawbone resulting in an inabilityetat solid foods.

In the state of Washington, 91 percent of statelacal law enforcement agencies
say methamphetamine is the greatest drug threbeinjurisdiction. In Vancouver, WA,

a city of approximately 157,000, the police chisfimated that 80 percent of contacts

made by police officers are related to methamphieimniaw enforcement officials in
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other Washington counties estimate that betweeto @ percent of all crime is related
to methamphetamine use.

Those who know the effects of meth aren’t surprisgdts link to violence and
crime. The intense high of methamphetamine keepsusier up all night, and gives the
user energy to engage in other risk behaviors, sascheavy drinking and unsafe sex.
Meth users often go on “runs” lasting several daysing which time they will sleep and
eat little. Besides damaging physical effects te tiver, blood pressure and heart,
continued methamphetamine use produces drug-indusggchoses that mimic
schizophrenia, including hallucinations and extrgraeanoia. Violent outbursts of anger
are another symptom, which, coupled with the pachpmopensity for methamphetamine
users to arm themselves, isolate from others ag@rdeother people as a threat can make
them very unstable and a danger to their community.

Worldwide, methamphetamine use may become the waugt problem, with the
number of methamphetamine users rivaling cocaing faroin users. More than 26
million people worldwide use amphetamines, mostgtmmphetamines, according to
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency. Some experts thaitlgrowing methamphetamine

use could lead to a worldwide increase in relatede

The Strength of Prevention and Treatment — Pierceuty

The answer to this global crisis may be the WSMerdisciplinary response
model, where communities, law enforcement and rireat work together on a multi-

pronged attack against meth. This collaborativeramsforming the social norms;
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including the level of threat that methamphetangoses to communities and the lives of
children, families and those who have been cauglthé cycle of abuse. All sides —
communities, treatment agencies, the courts ancefdarcement — work closely together
to win the battle against methamphetamine.

Pierce County serves as one of the best example®rmmunity mobilization
against methamphetamine. The county seat is Tgcamairban setting but it also
includes large rural tracts, both providing uniagallenges. Since 1989, Pierce County
has been committed to collaborative approaches Hratg residents, treatment,
prevention and the criminal justice system toget@@mmunity leaders founded the Safe
Streets Campaign which seeks to mobilize residentse battle to eradicate and prevent
illegal drug trafficking and the impact of substarebuse. The Safe Streets Campaign
and Pierce County Alliance, the largest criminatige treatment agency, Pierce County
Sheriff and local law enforcement have formed a ehaaf interdiction against illegal
activity and support for recovery programs servihgse struggling with addiction to
methamphetamine.

As previously discussed, an outgrowth of Safe &reas the establishment of
the Pierce County Meth Action Team (MAT). The MAStablished the first protocols
for drug endangered including a process that resxoliddren from labs, documents the
impacts of methamphetamine, assesses those chftiréealth impacts, places them in
foster care, and through prosecution encouragensato seek treatment. Pierce County
Alliance established the Family Services Treatmemtgram which seeks to reunite
parents with their children. The MAT regularlgomotes prevention and education for

communities, parents and professionals. The caatibim of these complementary
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approaches, working in conjunction with local anthtes law enforcement, has
significantly changed the methamphetamine sceirerce County.

Terree Schmidt-Whalen, executive director of theeréd County Alliance,
operates a large nonprofit criminal justice treattnagency that helps heal social
problems — mostly related to drug abuse — througlivel county. The Pierce County
Alliance deals with the human tragedy of the metbla@tamine crisis on a daily basis,
providing services to residents afflicted by tlegible drug and other problems through a
dozen human service programs and is actively emgagthe MAT activities. They are
an active partner in felony and family drug cound)ere judges, law enforcement,
prosecutors, public defenders and community-basedtnient providers from the
Alliance all work together to help criminal methamepamine addicts kick their
dependence to the drug. Drug courts in Pierce Qounrbvide intensive case
management, graduated sanctions for relapse agdtrratment. The Alliance, a central
treatment provider, also offers tippomising Prometa protocol, a pharmaceutical-based
treatment system that's particularly hopeful whesedi to treat meth addiction. In
addition, the Alliance runs its own intensive ouiat drug treatment program, which,
according to Schmidt-Whelan, has been very suagessibout 80 percent of our clients
complete the entire six month program,” she sdidydu look at the data, that's higher
than the state average.”

Another program supported by the Pierce CountyaAlie is “Breaking the
Cycle”, a federally funded program that offers dsien programs to offenders in lieu of
incarceration. Most of the Alliance’s clients inighprogram are methamphetamine

abusers. Every week, offenders are brought froncthuets or the jail into the program,
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which provides intensive case management, coumselieatment — whatever the
offender needs to continue to make responsibleysgodecisions and put his or her life
back together. Program supervisors devise plansdch offender that might include
such activities as attendance at a 12-step prognaeting or assistance to find safe
housing. For their part, the offenders must renagarg free and follow the plan, or they
go back into jail and the criminal justice system.

The Pierce County Alliance runs its own foster garegram. While the kids in
foster care aren't typically methamphetamine atlsisbemselves, they are often the
products of households destroyed by methamphetaahinge. Many have been removed
from their homes and landed in the dependency mydiecause of their parents’
methamphetamine addiction. For the past 15 yehesAtliance has been licensing its
own foster homes, and today has 46 beds for Piémety foster children in private
homes. Schmidt-Whelan feels that the Alliance’sdoprogram can provide better, more
comprehensive management, counseling and otheicegrthan state-run homes. Plus,
the program can tailor its holistic approach to th@que needs of Pierce County
residents. “We can make changes as needed todprtive best possible situation for
Pierce County foster kids,” Schmidt-Whelan said.e¢'\éan make sure that we have the
best possible foster parents, and we can changergmdve protocols as needed.”

Pierce County Alliance acts as the lead agencyhi®@WSMI, the statewide effort
that paves the way for the county-by-county bati@ainst methamphetamine. Schmidt-
Whelan is chair of the state’s methamphetaminéainie advisory committee. Her role,
in cooperation with the Governor’s methamphetansm@rdinating committee, is to work

with the U.S. Congress to maintain and increaselifighfor local methamphetamine
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action in the state of Washington. Currently, thates methamphetamine initiative
receives about $2 million in federal funds eachryedich goes to law enforcement, the
county MAT’s and to family services. The money dranistered by the Pierce County
Alliance and the Washington Association of Shesifind Police Chiefs (WASPC),
which also leverages the amount to draw others stad federal funds.

“The Pierce County Alliance has been very succéssie’ve made a big
difference,” Schmidt-Whelan said. “Not only do wkos good success rates in our
programs, but people in the community tell us thafve put a dent in the meth
problem.”

The Washington State Meth Initiative with technieald program support from
both the Pierce County Alliance and the Safe Stré&&malition has led the way in
championing policies that protect Washington S@tédren from the harms associated
with meth labs. As Schmidt-Whelan points out, "h&ve heard from the streets that
meth cookers make sure they don’t have their amildaround meth labs because they
know they’ll be taken away from them if the lalbbigsted. That's because we’ve pushed
for a strict, no-nonsense policy about the childémeth-abusing parents. Not only are
we seeing a lot fewer labs, but we’re also seeilog ewer innocent children around labs
that are busted. To me, being able to protect kidthat way is a true measure of
success.”

Priscilla Lisicich, executive director of the Sa&reets Campaign of Pierce
County, calls the Meth Action Teams, (MATS), “tHegthat keeps the Washington State

Methamphetamine Initiative moving forward.”
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For the past 16 years, the Safe Streets Campamimdiped fight against crime
and drugs in Pierce County. As the popularity oftraenphetamine abuse grew, the
campaign found itself confronting this scourge aerg turn, and today invests a
considerable amount of its energy and resourcésiiiggmethamphetamine.

Community-based mobilization against methamphetamin the state of
Washington has shown real success. The Meth Agwams and Pierce County Alliance
conduct evaluations of their programs resultingneasurable outcomes. According to
Lisicich, success can be measured in two main wSveys of youngsters in"g 10"
and 13" grades show a downward trend in methamphetamieeTie MATs and other
community-based efforts have created a new commuoitm where methamphetamine
use and other unhealthy behaviors are being rejdgteroung people and adults.”

Not only is there greater enforcement against nmegieetamine production and
youth, but education and awareness campaigns haated ever-greater scrutiny of
methamphetamine use. If a kid is using methamphetatoday, his parents, teachers
and peers are going to know about it because treegquipped with key information on
signs of use and abuse.

Also, the number of local meth labs has been ratismmificantly. Six years ago,
about 1,500 meth labs and meth lab waste dump sites detected each year. Today,
that number is less than 400. The laws and enfaoenabout meth production
precursors, and the local scrutiny of productiostdoed by the MATS, is really paying
off. And, not only are there fewer labs, but lawwaeoement figures show that there also

are fewer drug endangered kids per lab.
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“Washington’s grass-roots meth action has realig pdf, even much more than
we originally imagined,” Lisicich said. When theiyst began six years ago, organizers
thought they would be lucky if they got six Methtdn Teams put in place throughout
the state. But after the initial effort was laungheverybody wanted to build their own
countywide coalitions to attack the meth problemgadizers met together with county
leadership and decided to try for every county. okding to Lisicich, “It's worked
because we have local commitment, local politicllamd state and federal partners who
are dedicated to wiping out the scourge of methaatgphine. We’ve come a long way in
the fight against meth. Now, if we can increase state and federal resources, we can

finish the job.”

The Washington State Pacific Rim Summit on Methangtamine — Future Planning
and Recommendations

When the Washington State Meth Initiative and lpstdte and federal law enforcement
convened at the at the campus of Microscoft in éelé, Washington it was for the
purpose of celebrating some major accomplishmemist also to prepare for the next
wave or threat posed by this insidious drug. PBigdnts laid out a plan of action that
would take them into the next five years of workpamrding their efforts to provide
services in prevention, treatment, and enforcem@ithout this plan, participants feared
that the State would lose ground. This plan wdive as a blueprint for continued
support by local, state and federal funders. Cesgjonal support has been critical to the

success of WSMI and it must remain the cornersodrits future work.
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Also, Attorney General Rob McKenna and Governorisime Gregoire have
provided new and fresh leadership for the statethis critical time. Enhancing
enforcement, promoting WSMI and the MAT team maaledl advocating for additional
resources to strengthen prevention, treatment aftdaement have given the citizens of
Washington State hope in their effort to combats tmew global threat of
methamphetamine production and use. Recommenddtiom the Pacific Rim Summit

included the following:

Mobilizing for a New Level of Engagement

1. Develop strategies to better inform and preparenconities to understand the
relationship between identity theft and methampieta production and use.

2. ldentify the next strategies to enhance the stapf@oach to drug endangered
children, including the implementation of policiaad strategies for helping the
child in the methamphetamine impacted family ad a®lthe child exposed to the
methamphetamine lab.

3. Involve policy makers in discussions about the némdsustain funding and
flexible solutions as the State adapts to the dingngnd evolving nature of the
methamphetamine problem.

4. Establish regular briefings with policy makers temtify new and significant
funding streams to enhance prevention and treatment

5. Enhance communication between and among law emf@ice community
activists and policy makers to address the issudesno endless supply of
methamphetamine and the relationship between sgmolydemand.

6. Continue to enhance and expand upon the involvewfesthools and education
programs in demand reduction activities in theimoaunities.
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7. Provide research and communication strategies dieatonstrate the science
behind brain chemistry/formation processes asstiaith drug abuse, violence
and neglect.

8. Intensify efforts to reach out to Latino and Asj@artners in promoting activities
in enforcement, prevention and treatment.

9. Be intentional in strategies to involve the medicammunity in understanding
methamphetamine addiction, drug exposed childrentr@atment alternatives.

10.Enhance the foster care system to include andatalithe role of grandparents
and others providing primary care to children imeal in methamphetamine
families. By all means increase the number of fasiproviding foster care
assistance.

11.Develop comprehensive statewide law enforcementdooation and consistent
strategies to combat methamphetamine.

12.Explore a funding strategy that includes enhanegdgs on other substances such
as beer and spirits to help fund comprehensivegmtean and treatment.

13.Working with local, state and national media paidneo develop a media
campaign that keeps the issue of methamphetamaandgits effect on children
in front of the Citizens of Washington.

14.Develop working partnerships with the Washingtoat&tClerk’s Association to
better access and analyze data related to drughdepey among juveniles.

15. Support and expand the statewide youth summit antlemphasis to include and
involve new schools and promote the developmestaiéwide youth strategy.

16.Enhance and cultivate Law Enforcement’s suppottedtment and expansion of
mental health services as part of the State’s cehgmsive approach to
methamphetamine.

17.Provide quarterly briefings on the progress of WSt enforcement efforts to
eradicate methamphetamine from the State.
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18.Provide an annual report card to the public angdiccy makers about the status
of methamphetamine use in the state and how res®@me being allocated. The
report card and any additional recommendations léllsent to local, state and
federal policy makers.

19.1dentify and examine promising practices in regardntervening with pregnant
women who are at risk of being drug affected oroseal.

20.Assess of treatment capacity within the state addntify appropriate
interventions to strengthen the education and itrgirof treatment providers,
report on and if appropriate enhance salary otrtreat providers and clarify and
provide uniform certification requirements.

21.Expand wrap-around treatment services to includdrem.

22.Invite and encourage the active participation @f Bharmacy Board in all issues
related to methamphetamine.

23.Explore the viability of Citizen Observer as a tadl the Washington State
Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs.

24.Expand and enhance the role of methpedia.org ash&le for dissemination
information and provide web-based training for kheth Action Teams.

25.Enhance state efforts to collaborate with tribafjamizations to confront the
spread and use of methamphetamine on reservations.

Congressional Support

The Washington State Meth Initiative and other argations throughout the state

have made significant progress in combating metlhatgonine because of the

tremendous and encouraging support of the Washrgtate Congressional Delegation.

The delegation have been tireless and consistemicates for our efforts to save lives

and to put into place the infrastructure that @&ilbw us to continue this important work.

We continue to reach out to the delegation andkttia@m for their support. In addition,
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we will continue to inform them of the threat of tini@mphetamine and how together we
can address this problem at the state, nationairaechational level.
Turning to the Future

Recently, the U.S. Department of Justice Offic€€ommunity Oriented Policing

Services ww.cops.usdoj.gov funded the National Methamphetamine Training and

Technical Assistance Center (NMTTAC) to stimulatational advancement in

community policing strategies which reduce the niacture, distribution and use of
methamphetamine. The partnership between Pieraent€oAlliance, Safe Streets

Tacoma and Methpedia.org will work together, tonletu a comprehensive and cutting
edge training and technical assistance centeraiwrdnforcement and their community
partners. The long-term objective is to creatersgional centers with the University of
Kentucky being the pilot regional center. Thislvgive the initiative a national and

global reach.

NMTTAC will meet the needs of local and state lamforcement agencies and
strategic stakeholders through the implementatiofocus groups, the development of
training curricula, the provision of national aratédl training, the availability of online
training certifications, the development of contentMethpedia.org and the analysis of
best practices at the local and state level a¢chesgation.

Early success in Pierce County and across the 8falvashington to address the
scourge of methamphetamine use in our communitiésevve as a model for states and
communities across the nation. It is the strerajtthe comprehensive and integrated

model that will serve to combat the meth crisithia future.
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-end-
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