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Understanding the Story 

 
In the forests and foothills of rural western Washington, Lewis County Sheriff’s 

deputies knew all too well about the problems of methamphetamine abuse. They knew 

about the out-of-control “tweekers,” as meth users are called, whose behavior turned 

bizarre and violent the longer they use the drug. And they knew about the teens dabbling 

in the drug that they thought gives them extra energy to party and, for the girls, helps 

them lose weight. And they knew about the drug labs -- mini-toxic waste sites that 

threatened to poison the community water tables and land.  

Clandestine methamphetamine labs were popping up around rural parts of the 

County, posing a particular threat due to the toxic chemicals, risk of explosion and 

potential for violence by the meth “cookers,” who were often seriously addicted to the 

drug. Even worse, the trailers, houses and other places used as makeshift labs had young 

children present.  These innocent victims were often used as look-outs. The impact of 

methamphetamine on the lives of the innocent may be one of the most troubling aspects 

of this drug epidemic. 

Law enforcement needed public help to stop this scourge. While state and federal 

law enforcement agencies were already arrayed against drug abuse in general, 

coordinated local community action was imperative to combat the horrors associated with 

the manufacture, distribution and use of methamphetamine.  
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The Challenge for Enforcement and the Community 

 

In the late 1990’s the methamphetamine crisis began to hit hard in Washington 

communities.  The narcotic detectives, who saw much of the devastation, brought their 

concerns to many county sheriffs who quickly joined the effort to strategize about 

enforcement and legislation needs. They quickly realized that laws and enforcement 

couldn’t solve this problem by themselves. What they also needed was treatment, 

prevention, education, awareness and community support.   

Treatment professionals, community mobilization experts and narcotics detectives 

worked together to determine new methods to address the methamphetamine plague.  A 

small group wrote a proposal for initial funding. Fortunately the Statewide congressional 

delegation recognized the severity of the problem and responded with funding support to 

launch the Washington State Methamphetamine Initiative in 2000.  This Initiative is a 

comprehensive interdisciplinary approach that involves proactive law enforcement, 

community mobilization, ecology, public health and treatment across the state.   Each of 

these disciplines receives funding to be allocated toward a committed and coordinated 

effort on the local level.   

In August of 2000, the first statewide methamphetamine summit was a successful 

outgrowth of the Washington State Methamphetamine Initiative.  The summit became the 

vehicle for state and local officials, local grassroots leaders, prosecutors, law 

enforcement, and treatment professionals to strategize about working together more 

effectively to stop the production, distribution and use of methamphetamine.  They 
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focused on building prevention models and treatment strategies to serve the families 

whose children had become victimized by methamphetamine production and abuse.   

The model for building the interdisciplinary approach was Pierce County, where 

community-based organizations, treatment professionals and law enforcement agencies 

had already implemented many projects to reduce crime and drug abuse.  Recognizing 

the serious impact of methamphetamine, local officials provided county funding to 1). 

support a special law enforcement team to “bust” meth labs and 2). support organized 

community mobilization efforts in neighborhoods.  Sheriff Paul Pastor was an early 

leader in promoting the comprehensive interdisciplinary approach.  “Connecting residents 

through the neighborhood organizing of our own Safe Streets Campaign with our “Lab 

Team” resulted in a more aggressive effort to arrest meth cooks and to protect children 

who were growing up in those labs.”   

It was also at the summit that the collaborative legislative agenda began. No 

longer will law enforcement and community groups fight each other for funding dollars. 

Rather, they will provide a unified agenda for combating methamphetamine including all 

the necessary funding for enforcement, treatment, prevention and education. 

“It’s been incredibly successful,” said Sheriff Sue Rahr of King County, host of 

the first methamphetamine summit. “We have a lot of different partners but all united 

through the same theme. The united front of prevention, treatment and education are 

tremendously helpful in this fight. We can’t solve this problem just by locking people up. 

Today, people everywhere know what methamphetamine is and what it can do to a 

community. It’s at the top of the public mind, and there’s nowhere for the 

methamphetamine “cookers” to hide. 
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“What’s more, our political clout is greatly increased when everyone joins forces. 

The fight against methamphetamine transcends politics and partisanship when all sides 

come together. Funding priorities aren’t about enforcement on one side and prevention 

and treatment on the other. When we go to the Legislature or to our congressional 

delegation asking for resources, we’re all going together. There’s only one agenda, and 

that makes it a win-win for everybody. ”  

Sheriff Rick Bart of Snohomish County remembers when the partnership between 

law enforcement and communities began. “Neighborhoods started seeing these 

methamphetamine houses popping up and people didn’t know what to do,” he said. 

“Meanwhile, sheriff’s deputies were responding to calls and dealing with the same 

problems over and over without making real headway. One night I went to a community 

meeting and, instead of people demanding that I do something about the problem, they 

started asking how they could help to make their neighborhood safer. That’s how it got 

started.” 

Law enforcement and community groups meet and develop a shared plan. 

Neighborhood groups’ form and they become the eyes and ears of law enforcement, 

helping to help clean up communities. “And it works,” Sheriff Bart said. “It has changed 

the way we do law enforcement.” 

It wasn’t just the adult members of the community who recognize the problem 

and volunteered to help. Snohomish County young people began a Youth 

Methamphetamine Summit, which has become an annual event in the county, focusing on 

awareness, education and prevention. The Snohomish County Youth Meth Action Team 

has shared their success across the state and this year brought their message to the 
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national level.  They attended the National Sheriff’s conference and presented the steps 

necessary to create and implement a successful youth methamphetamine summit.  

Sheriff Bart echoed the importance of law enforcement and community groups 

working together to increase funding for the war against methamphetamine. “Lawmakers 

hear from enforcement all the time,” he said. “But when I bring in a group of soccer 

moms with me who tell a legislator or Congress member that methamphetamine is 

threatening their kids and their schools, they listen.” 

 

The Power and Promise of Meth Action Teams 

 

At the first methamphetamine summit held in August 2000, over 300 people 

attended, and the expanded community-law enforcement-treatment collaborative began. 

It was at the summit that the Meth Action Team (MAT) model was presented and where 

many teams began.  The Meth Action Team model was founded in the community 

mobilization model which was established in 1989 as the state strategy for substance 

abuse prevention.   

In regions throughout the state, both rural and urban, communities organized to 

combat methamphetamine. At the forefront of the battle are the county MATs, coalitions 

that connect law enforcement, businesses, schools, parents and others to help them learn 

how to intervene and prevent methamphetamine use and abuse.  Thousands of residents 

across the state currently take part in their local MAT, with thirty-seven counties actively 

supporting a Meth Action Team.  They support a variety of prevention programs and 
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legal interventions, from drug courts and drug treatment to meth awareness training and 

the implementation of protocols to address the plight of drug endangered children.   

The Meth Action Teams are the creation of and continue to be supported with 

funds from the Washington State Methamphetamine Initiative (WSMI).  WSMI is a 

statewide vehicle to eradicate methamphetamine through the mobilization of 

communities working hand-in-hand with law enforcement, treatment, public health and 

ecology working through a federally funded project. The progress of the local MAT’s and 

the WSMI were showcased at the recent 2006 Pacific Rim Meth Summit in Redmond, 

WA.  National and international law enforcement officials joined with local police to 

provide a complete perspective on methamphetamine, from local to global impact. 

In each county in the state, key stakeholders from businesses, social service 

agencies, neighborhoods and communities, schools, youth programs and law enforcement 

come together on MAT’s to identify and prevent unique, local methamphetamine 

problems. In each county, the community mobilization coordinator and the Sheriff are co-

conveners of the MATs, moving the MAT agendas forward at the local level. The MATs 

also work together at the state level through a coordinating committee that, among other 

actions, helps to support funding for the local efforts.   

One visible success of the MATs has been their advocacy for statewide legislation 

to restrict the sales of methamphetamine precursor chemicals and other items used to 

make methamphetamine.  The MAT’s follow through and help support that legislation on 

the local level. With grass-roots support, Washington passed laws restricting the over-

the-counter sale of pseudoephedrine, which is a common decongestant that can be used to 

make methamphetamine. Now, pharmacists have oversight of pseudoephendrine products 
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in drug stores in Washington. Many other states have followed suit with similar laws. 

These laws have a significant impact on local methamphetamine production.   

But MATs in Washington do much more. They have begun a program called 

Meth Watch, which gets community members to work with business retailers to educate 

consumers about the dangers of methamphetamine and to limit the sale of 

pseudoephedrine products in stores.  Meth Watch programs in each county train and 

educate people working in businesses such as hardware stores or agricultural products 

stores to be on the lookout for unusual purchasing practices that might be related to 

methamphetamine production. For example, if someone were buying large amounts of 

iodine, alkaline batteries or heating products – all used to make methamphetamine - the 

store proprietor would be aware and call the police.  This is very useful to police who are 

conducting proactive enforcement that identifies “cooks” and lab sites. 

MATs also train law enforcement, first responders such as paramedics, and 

education officials to spot signs of methamphetamine use and methamphetamine 

production. Grass-roots groups reach out to parents, providing training programs on how 

to detect whether their kids or their kids’ friends may be using methamphetamine. Teens 

themselves receive the benefits of MAT programs through the program Teens 

Empowered Against Meth, or TEAM in Pierce County, “The Youth Summit” in 

Snohomish County and the Clark County Youth Meth Action Team.  These youth groups 

build awareness among youth peers in high schools, middle schools and grade schools 

about the extreme dangers of methamphetamine use.  They also offer youth opportunities 

to develop leadership skills and serve as positive role models.  
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MATs are undertaking media campaigns against methamphetamine. In Cowlitz 

County, the MAT has teamed up with a local broadcaster on a media education program 

targeting all radio listeners. Douglas County has a similar program, which includes radio 

spots that warn about methamphetamine use and educate listeners about detection. Many 

local and regional newspapers have done extensive coverage on the program, with the 

MATs providing vital information and interviews for the news stories.  

Perhaps the effort that MAT members are most proud is the protection of drug-

endangered children. One of the most frightening aspects of local methamphetamine 

production has been that very young children often are found around the 

methamphetamine labs in the houses, apartments or trailers where dangerous chemicals 

and the extreme risk of explosion are a constant threat. These endangered children are 

usually the sons and daughters or other relatives of the methamphetamine cookers 

themselves. The MATs work with prosecutors, law enforcement, the medical community 

and child protective service workers to quickly and humanely remove children from these 

dangerous situations through a strict response protocol. The MATs also have supported 

stronger measures in dependency courts to keep children away from parents who are 

arrested for methamphetamine production. Methamphetamine “cookers” in Washington 

now know that they could lose their children if they are caught. 

“The Meth Action Teams are a community mobilization strategy that empowers 

local people to help in the fight against this drug that’s ravaging communities,” noted Dr. 

Priscilla Lisicich, Safe Streets Executive Director and WSMI Board member. “While the 

methamphetamine problem is worldwide, it’s also an extremely localized problem 

because of the ability of backroom “cookers” to produce the drug almost anywhere. We 
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need local, grass-roots community members and stakeholders to be involved in the 

solution of this local problem. The Meth Action Teams develop leadership from within to 

drive the solutions to this crisis.”  

As a direct result of local and state efforts to reduce access to precursor chemicals 

and lab equipment, the number of small drug labs has been going down – in Washington 

and across the nation. Methamphetamine lab incidents in Washington have declined from 

1,456 in 2001 to less than 400 in 2006.  The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration 

(DEA) reports similar decreases nationwide due to “law enforcement pressure, public 

awareness campaigns, and increased regulation of the sale and use of precursor and 

essential chemicals used in methamphetamine production.” 

In response to the data and the public outcry, the Lewis County MAT, formed 

through the Washington State Methamphetamine Initiative, swung into action and 

instituted a Meth Watch program to curtail theft and suspicious sales at retail stores.  

They are targeting the precursors for methamphetamine, as previously described, and 

products that can be used to construct small methamphetamine labs. Retailers have been 

enlisted to help stop the scourge of methamphetamine, limiting the sales of certain 

products and reporting suspicious activity to police. 

In King County, the MAT translated Meth Watch materials and meth education 

posters into Korean to distribute to over 300 Korean American convenience store and gas 

mart owners to help them deal with roving meth lab ingredient buyers. Korean language 

media was engaged and helped by writing stories and running pictures to help educate the 

community about the dangers of meth, including selling illegal quantities of precursor 
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chemicals and cold tablets.  The materials were also shared with Spokane County MAT 

organizers who distributed to their Korean retailers as well.  

The Lewis County MAT also implemented a plan to help children found at or 

near clandestine labs or who have been exposed to methamphetamine use environments. 

The Drug Endangered Children’s Protocol enlists local doctors, working with child 

protective services and law enforcement, to assess and provide care for these drug-

endangered victims. And, the MAT also introduced a host of other media and education 

measures to alert the public to this problem and empower them to become a part of the 

solution. 

Once again the MAT model worked. The combination of law enforcement and 

community support present as an outgrowth of the MAT, results in a dramatic decrease in 

the number of clandestine methamphetamine labs operating in Lewis County, similar to 

other parts of the state. Studies have also shown a decline in methamphetamine use 

among teens. 

 

Understanding the Threat and the New Challenge 

 

But while local methamphetamine production may be declining, and some 

surveys show young people turning away from it, meth abuse remains a major problem 

for local communities. Many experts are now calling it the worst illicit substance abuse 

problem in America and in the world. According to federal and international drug 

officials, decreases in domestic methamphetamine production have been offset by 

increases in “superlab” production of methamphetamine in Mexico. Through these 
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Mexican-based “superlabs”, the Mexican drug cartels have essentially replaced domestic 

methamphetamine production.  Networks in local communities distribute a highly 

addictive form of methamphetamine, called “crystal meth” in the United States.  

Because of the highly organized and efficient means of production and 

distribution, methamphetamine availability remains stable in western parts of the United 

States, and it is increasing in availability in East, Southeast and Central states. Use of the 

drug has spread eastward in recent years, after years of prominence only in California, 

Washington and Hawaii. The eastward growth is expected to continue and encompass the 

entire country, both rural and urban areas, according to DEA officials.   

While other illegal drugs – along with alcohol abuse –remain pervasive in our 

society, methamphetamine creates a tableau of chaos and violence in communities.  

Methamphetamine use inflicts such physical and psychological toll on users, that its 

impact is harrowing.  The use of methamphetamine “eats away” at heart tissue, muscles, 

bones, teeth and other tissues throughout the body.  “Meth Mouth” describes the tooth 

decay, gum disease and serious potential for mouth and body infections as a result of 

methamphetamine use.  Often, teeth become decayed and must be pulled; gums become 

infected destroying taste and smell; and in severe cases of gum disease there may be loss 

of the actual jawbone resulting in an inability to eat solid foods. 

In the state of Washington, 91 percent of state and local law enforcement agencies 

say methamphetamine is the greatest drug threat in their jurisdiction. In Vancouver, WA, 

a city of approximately 157,000, the police chief estimated that 80 percent of contacts 

made by police officers are related to methamphetamine. Law enforcement officials in 
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other Washington counties estimate that between 65 to 80 percent of all crime is related 

to methamphetamine use. 

Those who know the effects of meth aren’t surprised by its link to violence and 

crime. The intense high of methamphetamine keeps the user up all night, and gives the 

user energy to engage in other risk behaviors, such as heavy drinking and unsafe sex. 

Meth users often go on “runs” lasting several days, during which time they will sleep and 

eat little. Besides damaging physical effects to the liver, blood pressure and heart, 

continued methamphetamine use produces drug-induced psychoses that mimic 

schizophrenia, including hallucinations and extreme paranoia. Violent outbursts of anger 

are another symptom, which, coupled with the paranoid propensity for methamphetamine 

users to arm themselves, isolate from others and regard other people as a threat can make 

them very unstable and a danger to their community.  

Worldwide, methamphetamine use may become the worst drug problem, with the 

number of methamphetamine users rivaling cocaine and heroin users. More than 26 

million people worldwide use amphetamines, mostly methamphetamines, according to 

the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency. Some experts said that growing methamphetamine 

use could lead to a worldwide increase in related crime. 

 

The Strength of Prevention and Treatment – Pierce County 

 

The answer to this global crisis may be the WSMI interdisciplinary response 

model, where communities, law enforcement and treatment work together on a multi-

pronged attack against meth.  This collaborative is transforming the social norms; 
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including the level of threat that methamphetamine poses to communities and the lives of 

children, families and those who have been caught in the cycle of abuse.   All sides – 

communities, treatment agencies, the courts and law enforcement – work closely together 

to win the battle against methamphetamine. 

Pierce County serves as one of the best examples of community mobilization 

against methamphetamine.  The county seat is Tacoma, an urban setting but it also 

includes large rural tracts, both providing unique challenges.  Since 1989, Pierce County 

has been committed to collaborative approaches that bring residents, treatment, 

prevention and the criminal justice system together. Community leaders founded the Safe 

Streets Campaign which seeks to mobilize residents in the battle to eradicate and prevent 

illegal drug trafficking and the impact of substance abuse.  The Safe Streets Campaign 

and Pierce County Alliance, the largest criminal justice treatment agency, Pierce County 

Sheriff and local law enforcement have formed a model of interdiction against illegal 

activity and support for recovery programs serving those struggling with addiction to 

methamphetamine.   

As previously discussed, an outgrowth of Safe Streets was the establishment of 

the Pierce County Meth Action Team (MAT).  The MAT established the first protocols 

for drug endangered including a process that removes children from labs, documents the 

impacts of methamphetamine, assesses those children for health impacts, places them in 

foster care, and through prosecution encourages parents to seek treatment.  Pierce County 

Alliance established the Family Services Treatment program which seeks to reunite 

parents with their children.    The MAT regularly promotes prevention and education for 

communities, parents and professionals.  The combination of these complementary 
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approaches, working in conjunction with local and state law enforcement, has 

significantly changed the methamphetamine scene in Pierce County.  

Terree Schmidt-Whalen, executive director of the Pierce County Alliance, 

operates a large nonprofit criminal justice treatment agency that helps heal social 

problems – mostly related to drug abuse – throughout the county. The Pierce County 

Alliance deals with the human tragedy of the methamphetamine crisis on a daily basis, 

providing services to residents afflicted by this terrible drug and other problems through a 

dozen human service programs and is actively engaged in the MAT activities.  They are 

an active partner in felony and family drug courts, where judges, law enforcement, 

prosecutors, public defenders and community-based treatment providers from the 

Alliance all work together to help criminal methamphetamine addicts kick their 

dependence to the drug. Drug courts in Pierce County provide intensive case 

management, graduated sanctions for relapse and drug treatment. The Alliance, a central 

treatment provider, also offers the promising Prometa protocol, a pharmaceutical-based 

treatment system that’s particularly hopeful when used to treat meth addiction.  In 

addition, the Alliance runs its own intensive outpatient drug treatment program, which, 

according to Schmidt-Whelan, has been very successful. “About 80 percent of our clients 

complete the entire six month program,” she said. “If you look at the data, that’s higher 

than the state average.” 

Another program supported by the Pierce County Alliance is “Breaking the 

Cycle”, a federally funded program that offers diversion programs to offenders in lieu of 

incarceration. Most of the Alliance’s clients in this program are methamphetamine 

abusers. Every week, offenders are brought from the courts or the jail into the program, 
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which provides intensive case management, counseling, treatment – whatever the 

offender needs to continue to make responsible, no-use decisions and put his or her life 

back together. Program supervisors devise plans for each offender that might include 

such activities as attendance at a 12-step program meeting or assistance to find safe 

housing. For their part, the offenders must remain drug free and follow the plan, or they 

go back into jail and the criminal justice system. 

The Pierce County Alliance runs its own foster care program. While the kids in 

foster care aren’t typically methamphetamine abusers themselves, they are often the 

products of households destroyed by methamphetamine abuse. Many have been removed 

from their homes and landed in the dependency system because of their parents’ 

methamphetamine addiction. For the past 15 years, the Alliance has been licensing its 

own foster homes, and today has 46 beds for Pierce County foster children in private 

homes. Schmidt-Whelan feels that the Alliance’s foster program can provide better, more 

comprehensive management, counseling and other services than state-run homes. Plus, 

the program can tailor its holistic approach to the unique needs of Pierce County 

residents.  “We can make changes as needed to provide the best possible situation for 

Pierce County foster kids,” Schmidt-Whelan said. “We can make sure that we have the 

best possible foster parents, and we can change and improve protocols as needed.” 

Pierce County Alliance acts as the lead agency for the WSMI, the statewide effort 

that paves the way for the county-by-county battle against methamphetamine. Schmidt-

Whelan is chair of the state’s methamphetamine initiative advisory committee. Her role, 

in cooperation with the Governor’s methamphetamine coordinating committee, is to work 

with the U.S. Congress to maintain and increase funding for local methamphetamine 
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action in the state of Washington. Currently, the state methamphetamine initiative 

receives about $2 million in federal funds each year, which goes to law enforcement, the 

county MAT’s and to family services. The money is administered by the Pierce County 

Alliance and the Washington Association of Sheriff’s and Police Chiefs (WASPC), 

which also leverages the amount to draw others state and federal funds. 

 “The Pierce County Alliance has been very successful. We’ve made a big 

difference,” Schmidt-Whelan said. “Not only do we show good success rates in our 

programs, but people in the community tell us that we’ve put a dent in the meth 

problem.” 

The Washington State Meth Initiative with technical and program support from 

both the Pierce County Alliance and the Safe Streets Coalition has led the way in 

championing policies that protect Washington State Children from the harms associated 

with meth labs.  As Schmidt-Whelan points out, ”we have heard from the streets that 

meth cookers make sure they don’t have their children around meth labs because they 

know they’ll be taken away from them if the lab is busted. That’s because we’ve pushed 

for a strict, no-nonsense policy about the children of meth-abusing parents. Not only are 

we seeing a lot fewer labs, but we’re also seeing a lot fewer innocent children around labs 

that are busted. To me, being able to protect kids in that way is a true measure of 

success.” 

Priscilla Lisicich, executive director of the Safe Streets Campaign of Pierce 

County, calls the Meth Action Teams, (MATs), “the glue that keeps the Washington State 

Methamphetamine Initiative moving forward.” 
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For the past 16 years, the Safe Streets Campaign has helped fight against crime 

and drugs in Pierce County. As the popularity of methamphetamine abuse grew, the 

campaign found itself confronting this scourge at every turn, and today invests a 

considerable amount of its energy and resources fighting methamphetamine.  

Community-based mobilization against methamphetamine in the state of 

Washington has shown real success. The Meth Action Teams and Pierce County Alliance 

conduct evaluations of their programs resulting in measurable outcomes. According to 

Lisicich, success can be measured in two main ways: “Surveys of youngsters in 8th, 10th 

and 12th grades show a downward trend in methamphetamine use. The MATs and other 

community-based efforts have created a new community norm where methamphetamine 

use and other unhealthy behaviors are being rejected by young people and adults.”  

Not only is there greater enforcement against methamphetamine production and 

youth, but education and awareness campaigns have created ever-greater scrutiny of 

methamphetamine use. If a kid is using methamphetamine today, his parents, teachers 

and peers are going to know about it because they are equipped with key information on 

signs of use and abuse. 

Also, the number of local meth labs has been reduced significantly. Six years ago, 

about 1,500 meth labs and meth lab waste dump sites were detected each year. Today, 

that number is less than 400. The laws and enforcement about meth production 

precursors, and the local scrutiny of production fostered by the MATs, is really paying 

off. And, not only are there fewer labs, but law enforcement figures show that there also 

are fewer drug endangered kids per lab. 
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“Washington’s grass-roots meth action has really paid off, even much more than 

we originally imagined,” Lisicich said. When they first began six years ago, organizers 

thought they would be lucky if they got six Meth Action Teams put in place throughout 

the state. But after the initial effort was launched, everybody wanted to build their own 

countywide coalitions to attack the meth problem. Organizers met together with county 

leadership and decided to try for every county. According to Lisicich, “It’s worked 

because we have local commitment, local political will and state and federal partners who 

are dedicated to wiping out the scourge of methamphetamine.  We’ve come a long way in 

the fight against meth. Now, if we can increase our state and federal resources, we can 

finish the job.” 

 
The Washington State Pacific Rim Summit on Methamphetamine – Future Planning 
and Recommendations 
  

When the Washington State Meth Initiative and local, state and federal law enforcement 

convened at the at the campus of Microscoft in Bellevue, Washington it was for the 

purpose of celebrating some major accomplishments,  but also to prepare for the next 

wave or threat posed by this insidious drug.  Participants laid out a plan of action that 

would take them into the next five years of work expanding their efforts to provide 

services in prevention, treatment, and enforcement.  Without this plan, participants feared 

that the State would lose ground.  This plan will serve as a blueprint for continued 

support by local, state and federal funders.  Congressional support has been critical to the 

success of WSMI and it must remain the cornerstone of its future work.   
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Also, Attorney General Rob McKenna and Governor Christine Gregoire have 

provided new and fresh leadership for the state in this critical time.  Enhancing 

enforcement, promoting WSMI and the MAT team model and advocating for additional 

resources to strengthen prevention, treatment and enforcement have given the citizens of 

Washington State hope in their effort to combat this new global threat of 

methamphetamine production and use.  Recommendations from the Pacific Rim Summit 

included the following: 

 

Mobilizing for a New Level of Engagement 

 
1. Develop strategies to better inform and prepare communities to understand the 

relationship between identity theft and methamphetamine production and use. 
 

2. Identify the next strategies to enhance the state’s approach to drug endangered 
children, including the implementation of policies and strategies for helping the 
child in the methamphetamine impacted family as well as the child exposed to the 
methamphetamine lab. 

 
3. Involve policy makers in discussions about the need to sustain funding and 

flexible solutions as the State adapts to the changing and evolving nature of the 
methamphetamine problem. 

 
4. Establish regular briefings with policy makers to identify new and significant 

funding streams to enhance prevention and treatment. 
 

5. Enhance communication between and among law enforcement, community 
activists and policy makers to address the issues of an endless supply of 
methamphetamine and the relationship between supply and demand.   

 
6. Continue to enhance and expand upon the involvement of schools and education 

programs in demand reduction activities in their communities. 
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7. Provide research and communication strategies that demonstrate the science 
behind brain chemistry/formation processes associated with drug abuse, violence 
and neglect. 

 
8. Intensify efforts to reach out to Latino and Asian partners in promoting activities 

in enforcement, prevention and treatment. 
 

9. Be intentional in strategies to involve the medical community in understanding 
methamphetamine addiction, drug exposed children and treatment alternatives. 

 
10. Enhance the foster care system to include and validate the role of grandparents 

and others providing primary care to children involved in methamphetamine 
families.  By all means increase the number of families providing foster care 
assistance.  

 
11. Develop comprehensive statewide law enforcement coordination and consistent 

strategies to combat methamphetamine. 
 

12. Explore a funding strategy that includes enhanced taxes on other substances such 
as beer and spirits to help fund comprehensive prevention and treatment. 

 
13. Working with local, state and national media partners, to develop a media 

campaign that keeps the issue of methamphetamine use and its effect on children 
in front of the Citizens of Washington. 

 
14. Develop working partnerships with the Washington State Clerk’s Association to 

better access and analyze data related to drug dependency among juveniles. 
 

15. Support and expand the statewide youth summit with an emphasis to include and 
involve new schools and promote the development of statewide youth strategy. 

 
16. Enhance and cultivate Law Enforcement’s support of treatment and expansion of 

mental health services as part of the State’s comprehensive approach to 
methamphetamine.   

 
17. Provide quarterly briefings on the progress of WSMI and enforcement efforts to 

eradicate methamphetamine from the State. 
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18. Provide an annual report card to the public and to policy makers about the status 
of methamphetamine use in the state and how resources are being allocated.  The 
report card and any additional recommendations will be sent to local, state and 
federal policy makers. 

 
19. Identify and examine promising practices in regard to intervening with pregnant 

women who are at risk of being drug affected or exposed. 
 

20. Assess of treatment capacity within the state and identify appropriate 
interventions to strengthen the education and training of treatment providers, 
report on and if appropriate enhance salary of treatment providers and clarify and 
provide uniform certification requirements. 

 
21. Expand wrap-around treatment services to include children. 

 
22. Invite and encourage the active participation of the Pharmacy Board in all issues 

related to methamphetamine. 
 

23. Explore the viability of Citizen Observer as a tool of the Washington State 
Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs.  

 
24. Expand and enhance the role of methpedia.org as a vehicle for dissemination 

information and provide web-based training for the Meth Action Teams. 
 

25. Enhance state efforts to collaborate with tribal organizations to confront the 
spread and use of methamphetamine on reservations. 

 

Congressional Support 

 
The Washington State Meth Initiative and other organizations throughout the state 

have made significant progress in combating methamphetamine because of the 

tremendous and encouraging support of the Washington State Congressional Delegation. 

The delegation have been tireless and consistent advocates for our efforts to save lives 

and to put into place the infrastructure that will allow us to continue this important work.  

We continue to reach out to the delegation and thank them for their support.  In addition, 
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we will continue to inform them of the threat of methamphetamine and how together we 

can address this problem at the state, national and international level.  

Turning to the Future 

 Recently, the U.S. Department of Justice Office of Community Oriented Policing 

Services (www.cops.usdoj.gov) funded the National Methamphetamine Training and 

Technical Assistance Center (NMTTAC) to stimulate national advancement in 

community policing strategies which reduce the manufacture, distribution and use of 

methamphetamine.  The partnership between Pierce County Alliance, Safe Streets 

Tacoma and Methpedia.org will work together, to launch a comprehensive and cutting 

edge training and technical assistance center for law enforcement and their community 

partners.  The long-term objective is to create six regional centers with the University of 

Kentucky being the pilot regional center.  This will give the initiative a national and 

global reach. 

 NMTTAC will meet the needs of local and state law enforcement agencies and 

strategic stakeholders through the implementation of focus groups, the development of 

training curricula, the provision of national and local training, the availability of online 

training certifications, the development of content on Methpedia.org and the analysis of 

best practices at the local and state level across the nation. 

 Early success in Pierce County and across the State of Washington to address the 

scourge of methamphetamine use in our communities will serve as a model for states and 

communities across the nation.  It is the strength of the comprehensive and integrated 

model that will serve to combat the meth crisis in the future. 

 



�������
��	��������	������
���
�����	�	 �
����������
�
���������
�������	
���
������� ����
	� ����	� �������

�		�	 �

 

 24 

 

-end- 

 

 


